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TEXT:  Jeremiah 31:33b & 34b 
THEME:  GOD DOES NOT REMEMBER OUR SINS 
 
I will be their God, and they will be my people…for I will forgive their guilt, and I will 
remember their sins no more.              EHV 
 
Dear Fellow Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb: 
 
It happens repeatedly.  You have a disagreement with someone.  Then, in the heat of the 
moment, old wounds and scars surface.  “There you go again!  Just last week you…I’ll 
never forget how bad I felt when you…That time you…I could have died.”  You can fill in 
some wrong you have done and heard about repeatedly for each statement. 
 
Or perhaps you yourself have said something like this:  “I forgive you, but I don’t think I can 
ever forget what you have done.” 
 
Face it.  Forgiveness comes hard for us.  We want forgiveness.  We depend on 
forgiveness, but we find it so difficult to forgive others.  Even when we forgive, it can be 
nearly impossible to forget, and old sins against us lie silently festering, always ready to 
resurface.  For example, did I ever tell you about the time when I was 8 years old and I was 
wearing a brand new suit and my cousin pushed me down the church steps and I tore a 
hole in my suit pants and got this scar on my thumb…and that happened about 57 years 
ago, but I still remember it. 
 
Now, suppose that God forgave us in the same spirit we so often display.  I have sinned—
yet again!  I remember my baptism and know that in Christ my sins are washed away.  I 
receive Holy Communion and am reassured that my sins are forgiven in Christ’s body and 
blood given to me there.  I remember the cross and the empty tomb and the Savior who 
died and rose for my forgiveness. 
 
Then, I’m told, “You may be forgiven, but you must know that the almighty and all-knowing 
God does not forget.”  How much comfort does that give me?  NONE! 
 
Give thanks to God that his forgiveness is not as tenuous as that.  He tells us that there is 
one thing that the almighty Creator of the universe cannot do—remember our sins!  He 
does not remember our sins.  The faithful God who cannot lie tells us, “I will remember 
their sins no more.”  God, who knows all things and can remember every thought that we 
have long since forgotten, chooses to forget the sins of all of us who are under his 
covenant by faith in Jesus.  According to David’s words in Psalm 103:12, “As far as the 
east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”  As Micah 
said it:  “[God] will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths 
of the sea” (7:19). 
 
Never doubt that your every sin is forgiven in Jesus, every sin.  “There is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).  When God 
remembers you, he sees the holiness of his Son and his completed sacrifice for all sins.  
He calls you his child and gives you his Holy Spirit to keep you for eternal life.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made 
and always forgive those who turn to you.  Keep your promise and 
remember our sins no more.  Create in us such new and contrite 
hearts that we may truly repent of our sins and obtain your full and 
gracious pardon.  Help us to forgive and forget the wrongs others 
have done against us. 
 
Heavenly Father, be with Linda Ebel as she prepares for surgery to 
remove a cancerous kidney.  Take every fear out of her heart.  Into 
your hands we commend her, trusting you for healing according to 
your will.  Grant her family peace, knowing that she is in your care.  
Give wisdom to the doctors and nurses, that all they do will bring 
about a speedy recovery.   
 
Comfort Linda and all of us with the assurance of our salvation 
through the precious blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  O Lord of life 
and death, hear our prayer for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
 


